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Jefferson Alters 
the Nation’s Course 

Terms & NamesTerms & NamesMAIN IDEAMAIN IDEA WHY IT MATTERS NOWWHY IT MATTERS NOW 

The United States expanded 
its borders during Thomas 
Jefferson’s administration. 

Part or all of 15 states now 
occupy the territory Jefferson 
acquired in the Louisiana 
Purchase. 

•Lewis and Clark 
•Aaron Burr 
•John Marshall 
•Judiciary Act 

•Marbury v. 
Madison 

•judicial review 
•Louisiana 

of 1801 Purchase 
•midnight judges •Sacajawea 

One American's Story 

Patrick Gass was born on June 12, 1771 and died on April 2, 1870. 
During that time, the country grew from the original 13 colonies to 
37 states. Gass played a part in that expansion as a participant in 
the Lewis and Clark expedition commissioned by President 
Jefferson to explore the West. Setting out from St. Louis, Missouri, 
in 1804, the expedition traveled overland to the Pacific Ocean. 
Along the way, Gass kept a journal. The following passage is 
from his journal entry of May 14, 1805. 

A PERSONAL VOICE PATRICK GASS 

“ This forenoon we passed a large creek on the North side 
and a small river on the South. About 4 in the afternoon we 
passed another small river on the South side near the mouth 
of which some of the men discovered a large brown bear, and 
six of them went out to kill it. They fired at it; but having only 
wounded it, it made battle and was near seizing some of 
them, but they all fortunately escaped, and at length succeed-
ed in dispatching it.” 

—A Journal of the Voyages and Travels of a Corps of Discovery 

By charting unexplored territory, the Lewis and Clark 
expedition helped lay the foundations for western expansion. 
It was one of the great achievements of the Jefferson presidency. 

RECRUITED BY 
LEWIS AND CLARK: 
Patrick Gass Chronicles 
the Journey West 

  

Jefferson Wins Presidential Election of 1800 
The presidential campaign of 1800 was a bitter struggle between Thomas 
Jefferson, a Democratic-Republican, and his Federalist opponent, President John 
Adams. Each party hurled wild charges at the other. To Democratic-Republicans, 
Adams was a tool of the rich who wanted to turn the executive branch into a 
British-style monarchy. To Federalists, Jefferson was a dangerous supporter of rev-
olutionary France and an atheist bent on destroying organized religion. 
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A. Answer  He
simplified the
federal govern-
ment and
emphasized the
importance of
ordinary citizens
through such
policies as free
trade.

HISTORICAL

LSPOT IGHT

p0197-201aspe-0206s3 10/16/02 3:57 PM Page 198 

HISTORICAL 

LSPOT IGHT 

BURR AND HAMILTON DUEL 
After losing to Jefferson in the 
election of 1800, Aaron Burr need-
ed to revive his failing political 
career. Shortly thereafter, Burr 
read unflattering remarks made 
about him by Alexander Hamilton, 
his longtime political enemy. Burr, 
hoping for publicity, challenged 
Hamilton to a duel. 

Usually, after a challenge was 
made, differences were resolved 
peacefully. But Hamilton and Burr 
did not reconcile. On the morning 
of July 11, 1804, they threw dice 
to see who would fire first. 
Hamilton won but fired into the air. 
Burr then shot his opponent in the 
stomach, and Hamilton died the 
next day. Burr was charg-ed with 
murder but fled before he was 
brought to trial. In 1806, he 
became involved in a failed plot to 
annex Mexico. Charged with trea-
son, Burr fled to Europe but later 
returned to New York and prac-
ticed law until his death. 

ELECTORAL DEADLOCK In the balloting, Jefferson defeat-
ed Adams by eight electoral votes. However, since Jefferson’s 
running mate, Aaron Burr, received the same number of 
votes in the electoral college as Jefferson, the House of 
Representatives was called upon to choose between the two 
highest vote getters. For six feverish days, the House took one 
ballot after another—35 ballots in all. Finally, Alexander 
Hamilton intervened. Hamilton persuaded enough Federalists 
to cast blank votes to give Jefferson a majority of two votes. 
Burr then became vice-president. Although Hamilton 
opposed Jefferson’s philosophy of government, he regard-
ed Jefferson as much more qualified for the presidency than 
Burr was. 

The deadlock revealed a flaw in the electoral process as 
spelled out in the Constitution. As a result, Congress passed 
the Twelfth Amendment, which called for electors to cast 
separate ballots for president and vice-president. This system 
is still in effect today. 

The Jefferson Presidency 
In his inaugural address, Jefferson extended the hand of 
peace to his opponents. “Every difference of opinion is not 
a difference of principle,” he said. “We are all [Democratic-] 
Republicans; we are all Federalists.” Nevertheless, Jefferson 
planned to wage a “peaceful revolution” to restore what he 
saw as the republican ideals of 1776 against the strong-
government policies of Federalism. Under Washington and 
Adams, Federalists had filled the vast majority of govern-
ment positions. Jefferson reversed this pattern by replacing 
some Federalist officials with Democratic-Republican ones. 
By 1803, the government bureaucracy was more evenly bal-
anced between Democratic-Republicans and Federalists. 

SIMPLIFYING THE PRESIDENCY Jefferson believed that a 
simple government best suited the needs of a republic. In a 
symbolic gesture, he walked to his own inauguration instead 

of riding in a carriage. As president, he took off his powdered wig and sometimes 
wore work clothes and frayed slippers when receiving visitors. 

In accord with his belief in decentralized power, Jefferson also tried to shrink 
the government and cut costs wherever possible. He reduced the size of the 
army, halted a planned expansion of the navy, and lowered expenses for gov-
ernment social functions. He also rolled back Hamilton’s economic program by 
eliminating all internal taxes and reducing the influence of the Bank of the 
United States. Jefferson strongly favored free trade rather than government-con-
trolled trade and tariffs. He believed that free trade would benefit the United 
States because the raw materials and food that Americans were producing were 

Ain short supply in Europe. 

SOUTHERN DOMINANCE OF POLITICS Jefferson was the first president to 
take office in the new federal capital, Washington, D.C. Though in appearance 
the city was a primitive place of dirt roads and few buildings, its location between 
Virginia and Maryland reflected the growing importance of the South in nation-
al politics. In fact, Jefferson and the two presidents who followed him—James 
Madison and James Monroe—all were from Virginia. 

MAIN IDEAMAIN IDEA 

Drawing 
Conclusions 
A How did 

Jefferson’s 
actions reflect his 
philosophy of 
government? 
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B. Answer  
It is the principle
that the
Supreme Court
has the right to
review acts of
Congress to
determine if
they are consti-
tutional. The
Supreme Court
checks the
power of
Congress.

▼ 

Supplies for the journey west. 
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MAIN IDEAMAIN IDEA 

Summarizing 
B What is 

judicial review, 
and why is it 
important? 

This pattern of Southern dominance underscored the declining influence of 
both New England and the Federalists in national political life. The decline of the 
Federalists was hastened by Jefferson’s political moderation. Also, many 
Federalists refused to participate in political campaigns because they did not want 
to appeal to the common people for support. Furthermore, national expansion 
worked against the Federalists because settlers in the new states tended to vote for 
the Democratic-Republicans, who represented farmers’ interests. 

JOHN MARSHALL AND THE SUPREME COURT Federalists continued to exert 
great influence in the judicial branch, however. Adams had appointed John 
Marshall, a staunch Federalist, as chief justice of the Supreme Court. Marshall 
served on the Court for more than 30 years, handing down decisions that would 
strengthen the power of the Supreme Court and the federal government. 

Some of Adams’s other judicial appointments proved to be less effective, how-
ever. Just prior to leaving office as president, Adams had pushed through Congress 
the Judiciary Act of 1801, which increased the number of federal judges by 16. 
In an attempt to control future federal judicial decisions, Adams promptly filled 
most of these positions with Federalists. These judges were called midnight 
judges because Adams signed their appointments late on the last day of his 
administration. 

Adams’s packing of the courts with Federalists angered Jefferson and the 
Democratic-Republicans. Since the documents authorizing some of the appoint-
ments had not been delivered by the time Adams left office, Jefferson argued that 
these appointments were invalid. 

MARBURY v. MADISON This argument led to one of the most important 
Supreme Court decisions of all time: Marbury v. Madison (1803). William 
Marbury was one of the midnight judges who had never received his official 
papers. James Madison was Jefferson’s Secretary of State, whose duty it was to 
deliver the papers. The Judiciary Act of 1789 required the Supreme Court to 
order that the papers be delivered, and Marbury sued to enforce this provision. 
Chief Justice Marshall decided that this provision of the act was unconstitution-
al because the Constitution did not empower the Supreme Court to issue such 
orders. (See Marbury v. Madison on page 206). The decision was later recognized 
as significant for affirming the principle of judicial review—the ability of the 
Supreme Court to declare an act of Congress unconstitutional. B 

The United States Expands West 
During Jefferson’s presidency, Americans continued their west-
ward migration across the Appalachians. For instance, between 
1800 and 1810, the population of Ohio grew from 45,000 
to 231,000. Although pioneer life was hard, the pioneers 
kept coming. 

F. A. MICHAUXA PERSONAL VOICE 

the greatest part of them.”

“ The houses that they inhabit are built upon the borders of 
the river, . . . whence they enjoy the most delightful prospects 
[views]; still, their mode of building does not correspond with 
the beauties of the spot, being nothing but miserable log 
houses, without windows, and so small that two beds occupy 

—from Travels to the West of the Allegheny Mountains 
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER 
1. Movement About how many miles did the 

expedition travel on its route to the Pacific Ocean? 
2. Movement On average, how many miles per day 

did they travel from Fort Clatsop to the place 
where the party split up on July 3, 1806? 

Compass of 
Lewis and Clark 

Page from 
the journal of 
Lewis and Clark 

Mandan Village, by Karl Bodmer 
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This dollar coin honors Sacajawea, 
a young Shoshone woman, who 

served as an interpreter and guide 
for the expedition. 

▼
 

Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804–1806 

▼
 

▼ 

September 23, 1806 

Taking a shortcut that 
saves about 580 miles, 
the party reaches Saint 
Louis at 12 noon. Total 
mileage: 7,690. 

8 

May 14, 1804 

The party departs camp 
near Saint Louis about 
4 P.M. in heavy rain. 

1 

August 20, 1804 

Sergeant Floyd dies, 
the only fatality of the 
expedition. 

2 

April 25–26, 1805 

In high winds and cold, Lewis 
searches by land for the 
Yellowstone River. He rejoins 
Clark at the junction of the 
Missouri and Yellowstone rivers. 

5 
April 7, 1805 

A party of 32, including Clark’s black 
servant York, French-Canadian trader 
Charbonneau, his wife Sacajawea, 
and their son, depart at 5 P.M. to  
continue the journey. High northwest 
wind but otherwise fair weather. 

4 

December 8, 1805– 
March 23, 1806 

Lack of provisions forces 
departure from winter camp. 

6 

November 3, 1804 

A hard wind from the northwest 
sets in as the party makes camp. 

December 17, 1804 

In minus-45-degree weather, 
sentries have to be changed 
every half-hour. 

3 

July 3, 1806 

The party divides. Lewis takes the direct 
route to the falls of the Missouri. Clark 
heads toward the Jefferson and 
Yellowstone rivers. 

August 11, 1806 

Lewis is accidentally shot by a member 
of his own party. In pain, he rejoins 
Clark’s party the next day. 

7 
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Skillbuilder
Answers
1. Total miles,
about 3500.
2. About 7 miles
per day.

C. Answer  
It was con-
cerned that a
strong French
presence in
North America
would force the
United States
into an alliance
with Britain.

[gj_j_jJ 
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MAIN IDEAMAIN IDEA 

Analyzing 
Issues 
C Why was the 

United States 
concerned about 
the Louisiana 
Territory? 

Background 
Even before the 
Louisiana Purchase, 
Jefferson had 
planned to explore 
the West. In 
February 1803, 
Congress approved 
Jefferson’s request 
for funds to finance 
an expedition. 

Most of the settlers who arrived in Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee came through 
the Cumberland Gap, a natural passage through the Appalachians near where 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia meet. A generation earlier, in 1775, Daniel Boone, 
one of America’s great frontier guides, had led the clearing of a road from Virginia, 
through the Cumberland Gap, into the heart of Kentucky. When it was finished, the 
Wilderness Road became one of the major routes for westward migration. 

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE In 1800, Napoleon Bonaparte of France persuad-
ed Spain to return the Louisiana Territory, which it had received from France in 
1762. When news of the secret transfer leaked out, Americans reacted with alarm. 
Jefferson feared that a strong French presence in the midcontinent would force 
the United States into an alliance with Britain. C 

Jefferson wanted to resolve the problem by buying New Orleans and western 
Florida from the French. He sent James Monroe to join American ambassador 
Robert Livingston in Paris. Before Monroe arrived, however, Napoleon had aban-
doned his hopes for an American empire. He had failed to reconquer France’s 
most important island colony, Saint Domingue (now known as Haiti). By the time 
that Monroe arrived in Paris in April 1803, Napoleon had decided to sell the 
entire Louisiana Territory to the United States. 

With no time to consult their government, Monroe and Livingston went ahead 
and closed the deal for $15 million. Jefferson, though, was not certain that the 
purchase was constitutional. As a strict constructionist, he doubted whether the 
Constitution gave the government the power to acquire new territory. But, after a 
delay, he submitted the treaty finalizing the purchase, and the Senate ratified it. With 
the Louisiana Purchase, which included all the land drained by the western trib-
utaries of the Mississippi River, the size of the United States more than doubled. 

LEWIS AND CLARK Jefferson was eager to explore the new territory. In 1803, he 
appointed Meriwether Lewis to lead the expedition he called the Corps of 
Discovery from St. Louis to the Pacific coast. Jefferson ordered the Corps to collect 
scientific information about unknown plants and animals en route to the Pacific 
and to learn as much as possible about the Native American tribes encountered 
along the way. Lewis chose William Clark to be second in command. Starting off 
with some 50 soldiers and woodsmen, including Patrick Gass, the expedition later 
became smaller but added a Native American woman, Sacajawea, who served as 
interpreter and guide. The Lewis and Clark expedition took two years and four 
months and recorded invaluable information about the western territories. 

1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance. 
•Lewis and Clark •Judiciary Act of 1801 •judicial review 
•Aaron Burr •midnight judges •Louisiana Purchase 
•John Marshall •Marbury v. Madison •Sacajawea 

MAIN IDEA 
2. TAKING NOTES 

Make a chart like the one below 
listing the major accomplishments 
of Jefferson’s presidency and the 
significance of each. 

Event Significance 

CRITICAL THINKING 
3. EVALUATING 

How did the Louisiana Purchase and 
the Lewis and Clark expedition 
affect the expansion of the United 
States? 

4. ANALYZING ISSUES 
Why was Marbury v. Madison such 
an important case? Think About: 

• Judge Marshall’s decision 
• its effects on the future 

5. ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES 
How does this sketch by Patrick 
Gass of a man treed by a grizzly 
bear illustrate fanciful ideas about 
the West? 
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